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My husband jokes that I have to go to Norway often to get my “yearly injection of 
Norwegianism”, so off I went last September to spend 2 weeks in Oslo with my siblings. 
With 2 brothers and 2 sisters, all with big families, the days were carefully planned so I 
got to meet a lot of relatives … every day something was happening. 
 
The definite highlight of this trip was my visit to the Norwegian Opera on September 22 
when I went to to see the World Premiere of a new Ballet called The Hamlet Complex, 
creatively based on Shakespeare’s play, with music written by my nephew Henrik 
Skram.  

 
It was no surprise to the family that Henrik became a composer: both his parents worked at the Norwegian 
Opera for most of their working years…...my brother Knut Skram as the leading baritone, and his wife Hanne 
Skram as the Prima Ballerina. Also, my brother was involved with the building of the new Opera in Oslo, 
which opened in 2008. My brother had studied Architecture in the US and came home to Norway with a 
degree in his hand… and a desire to find out if he could make a living as a singer. He gave his debut concert in 
Oslo in1964, and the day after the concert he had a call from the Opera offering him the position as their 
principal baritone. Here he met the promising ballet dancer Hanne, soon to become the Prima Ballerina, and 
the rest is history. Years later, their son Henrik, after studying music, started composing in various styles, with 
great success. How fitting that Henrik wrote this monumental music for a new ballet, and dedicated it to his 
mother, who sadly passed away last year. 
 
Three solid hours of ballet, with two intermissions, making the whole evening a 3 and ½ hour extravaganza. It 
was a magical performance. The ballet was indescribably fantastical and unforgettable. I will enclose 2 photos: 
one of the opera building, and one from the program showing a scene with the children’s pre-performance 
play. 
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In closing:  

While at the University of 
Bozeman, Montana, my 
brother Knut Skram got 
various singing jobs, weddings, 
funerals etc. to put himself 
through college.  

In the summer of 1962 he 
painted the  Seattle Highway 
Bridge, 3 miles long and 60 
meters tall! He could not resist 
the perfect acoustics and 
belted out an aria from his 
highest perch. This resulted in 
a huge front page picture in 
The Seattle Daily Times. 


